
This is the fossilised tooth of a British elephant. You don't see
elephants in the wild in Britain any more but between 100,000 and
500,000 years ago there would have been lots wandering about.

This particular elephant was slightly bigger than the elephants alive
in the world today and would have lived beside the famous woolly
mammoth. Its real name is Palaeoloxodon antiquus (literally
meaning ‘old elephant of antiquity’) or the Straight-tusked Elephant. 

This is one of the elephant's upper molar teeth (if you put your
tongue across your teeth the molars are the large ones at the back
of your mouth). It fits into an elephant's skull like this:

It doesn't look much like a tooth ...
Elephants have slightly different teeth to us. Apart from being a lot bigger (!), elephant teeth are
replaced constantly - we replace ours once in our lifetime but elephants can grow as many as
six sets of teeth. 

Elephants, like other herbivores, need to replace their teeth constantly because they chew a lot
of grass. Grass may feel soft to walk on but it is full of silica, one of the minerals that makes up
sand. As an elephant chews grass the silica in it wears away its teeth, when you are an
elephant eating  two tonnes of grass a day the effects can be quite significant!
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What is it?

Where was it found?
This particular tooth was found by a family in Emsworth,
Hampshire when they were digging up their garden to
build an air raid shelter during World War II.


